[Status asthmaticus with rhabdomyolysis of the respiratory muscles].
A 40-year-old roofer called the medical emergency team because of sudden dyspnea and chest constriction. He was suffering from bronchial asthma that exacerbated probably due to the inhalation of a solvent while at work. Because of status asthmaticus he was intubated immediately after arrival in the hospital and breathing had to be assisted artificially for ten hours. After extubation he complained of chest pain. In view of an elevated creatinkinase of 4368 U/1 this was interpreted as rhabdomyolysis of the respiratory muscles due to the status asthmaticus. As a cause of chest pain and elevation of creatinkinase after severe respiratory work under hypoxic conditions rhabdomyolysis of the involved musculature has to be considered.